Student Spotlight: FHS’ Edward Samson

April 26, 2012

Fremd junior Edward Samson hasn’t had your typical high school experience. His
enthusiastic and contagious school spirit thrives as he serves the FHS faithful as Victor E.
Viking, the school mascot, and emcee at school functions. He’s a driven writer and
photographer, enthusiastic about doing celebrity impersonations, and what teachers call a
pleasure to have in the classroom.

“He is a great addition to a classroom. Teachers
love him, and there are a lot of smiles from Ed
Samson,” said his teacher TJ Valacak.

Although Samson is admired for his school
spirit and infectious laugh, many teachers and
peers have noticed his incredible ability to take
life’s tough situations and turn them into
positives.

He was born with Asperger’s Syndrome, which
is a pervasive development disorder that can
involve delays in the development of many basic
skills, the ability to socialize with others, to
communicate, and to use imagination. He also

had to cope with the loss of his mother, who lost Samson shows his school spirit as Victor E. Viking,
her battle with leukemia shortly after he started Fremd's mascot.
high school.

Samson recalls having a “rough start” freshman year, but not because of the typical first day
of school nerves.

“I wasn’t nervous at all, but I was at a point where my mom and dad were kind of separated,
and I found out that my mom had leukemia. I just felt bad every day,” Samson said. “It was
hard to focus, and that is when I fell from grace. Sophomore year I started climbing back up,
and I went down a couple slippery slopes, but junior year I managed to get back on top.”

Becoming involved in school is what Valacak said transformed him.

“Freshman year he started it out just as a student,” Valacak said. “You see the growth and
maturity, and we have certainly had some bumps here and there, but just in seeing how Ed
deals with situations and hardships is getting better and better.”
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Writing poetry helped him deal with the loss of his mother, but it also motivated him in other
aspects of his life and school. He knew he had to focus his energy on improving his school
life. After finding poetry as a means to help him with his mother’s death, Samson set his eyes
on making it into the school’s well-known Writer’s Week. Despite his efforts, he didn’t make
it the first year, but continued to work at improving his writing and public speaking skills,
and made the cut this year.

“Sharing poetry with other people and with
friends, even sharing it on the web, makes me
feel better about myself,” Samson said. “The
first poem I ever wrote was about the five
stages of grief because my mom died and that
was when I was starting to go through it.”

Adding to Samson’s impressive school resume
of mascot, emcee, and participant in Writer’s
Week, he also is a part of the speech team.

“It’s the people that make me get so involved Samson brings Victor E. Viking to local elementary schools to

. : promote a reading program. The mascot also has his own ID
with eve-rythlng’ and the -SpeGCh team had card around his neck to remind FHS students they should
academic awards. I felt like I was home and wear it at all times.
had a great family reunion with everyone,”

Samson said. “It brought tears to my eyes

seeing that everyone was there.”

Samson said at times some of his peers can be “cruel,” but he doesn’t let it faze him or stop
him from getting involved. Even though he will graduate after next school year, it’s going to
be hard to say goodbye to FHS.

“Next year, it is going to be tough to graduate because this is like my home. Everybody here is
like my second family,” he said.

This summer, he is planning on learning how to longboard, which is a form of skateboarding,
and get ready for the next school year. Once he graduates, he hopes to be a voice actor, with
some of his favorite impersonations being Austin Powers and Sean Connery. But until then,
the FHS mascot and involved student will continue to show his school spirit and support
others when they are going through tough times.

“I would tell students going through a tough time that they are not alone in this world, and
anyone and everyone will be there for them regardless of what they think or what their views
on the world are,” Samson said. Ed is back on top and enjoying life, no matter which view you
have.
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